
MANASSAS BUSINESS COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
May 2, 2019

DETERMINATION OF QUORUM

MEMBERS PRESENT: Nicholas Pascale, Carmela Patrick, Sartaj Randhawa,
James Rudzinski, Sean Porter, Ross Snare IV

MEMBERS ABSENT: Scott Hepburn, Mary Jo Christenson, Bennett 
Whitlock

STAFF PRESENT: Patrick J. Small, Director of Economic Development

GUESTS PRESENT:         Harry J Parrish II, Mayor
W. Patrick Pate, City Manager
Matt Arcieri, Planning & Zoning Manager

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM AND ADOPTION OF MINUTES

Vice Chairman Patrick called the meeting to order. She presented the April minutes for
review and approval. There being no comments, Ross Snare IV moved to adopt the
MBC Minutes of April 4th which was seconded by Sean Porter. The Minutes were
adopted unanimously by the members present.  

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE

Patrick Small briefed the MBC on his presentation to the Planning Commission
subcommittee working on the economic development chapter of the Comprehensive
Plan. He noted that he had delivered three presentations including his department’s
annual report, a primer on the basics of economic development, and a more advanced
one on the public role in acquiring real estate for redevelopment and reuse. He
mentioned he had discussed some key areas of focus such as Mathis Avenue, housing,
and workforce development. He also noted that he spent a lot of time discussing how
public investments in capital projects and neighborhoods supported economic
development.

Mr. Arcieri presented the final draft of the economic development goals and objectives
and noted that during the presentation he had consistently reminded the Planning
Commissioners about how interwoven and interdependent the economic development
initiatives were on the other chapters in the plan. He said that the economic
development section was focused primarily on the goals of promoting the City, working
with new and existing businesses, supporting development and redevelopment in the
character areas, workforce development, and tourism. He added that much of the work
and investment needed to enable those goals existed elsewhere as goals in sections on
character areas, neighborhoods, transportation and public infrastructure.
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Mr. Small and Mr. Arcieri noted that the Planning Commission had requested more
emphasis on public education as it regards workforce development and on targeted
industries. Mr. Arcieri stated that much of that emphasis would be contained in the
narrative that prefaces the goals and objectives. He also noted the narrative would do
more to expand on each of the goal areas in the chapter and that drafts of the language
would be presented to the MBC later in the summer. The MBC members agreed that
the economic development goals and objectives reflected their expectations for the
chapter and that none should be removed or added. The group did express that while
certain industries such as healthcare, professional and technical services, and
government contracting would always be key targets for the City that the plan should
not try to define targeted industries which might unduly imply the City was focused on
industries that were currently prevalent in the local economy when market dynamics
could negatively change that focus and the industries of tomorrow might be
considerably different or even ones that don’t exist today.

Vice Chairman Carmela Patrick requested an update on the topic of building heights in
Downtown and whether the MBC needed to weigh in on the issue. Mr. Small noted that
several speakers at the work session had spoken in opposition and that Mr. Snare had
been there as well monitoring the issue on behalf of the Chamber of Commerce. Mr.
Small stated that he had also spoken in opposition to building height restrictions which
would limit or stop development in Downtown but added that no language was currently
proposed by staff nor requested by the Planning Commission and City Council so there
was nothing to oppose beyond countering citizen comments which may not result in any
proposed changes. He added that he had informed the Commission that the Chamber,
EDA and MBC were all closely monitoring the issue however.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:35 pm.




